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January 21 , 2020
Beginning Band Parents – 
       We have been working very hard this year to learn the basics of instrumental music- note reading, rhythm counting, and producing music on our instruments. Now that we have some basic skills under our belts, it may be time for some students to switch to another instrument within their instrument family (woodwind or brass). This process includes the following steps:  identifying those who are interested in expanding to another instrument, ascertaining that those students have the skills/criteria necessary to make a switch, and obtaining the new instrument. I do not recommend that students attempt to switch instrument families, as that will make it much more difficult for them to be successful and keep up with the class.   
  The consideration criteria will be as follows: 
- General behavior in class

- Ability to stay focused and on task in class
- Preparedness for class (has all necessary materials every day)

- Completion of weekly practice journals
- Playing test grades
- Rhythm work from class assignments
- Scores on weekly note drills 

- Success on current instrument
- Plans to continue in band next year

I can have up to 2 students switch to alto saxophone, and 1 student switch to tenor saxophone (larger and deeper sounding). Students who currently play the clarinet are given first consideration, with second consideration going to flutists (flutists will have to learn the new skill of dealing with a reed and mouthpiece). I will also allow 1 student to switch to bass clarinet. If your child is chosen for alto sax, they will need to trade their clarinet for an alto sax rental. Usually, the alto rental is a higher rate, approx $50/month.  They will also need a box of Vandoren or Hempke reeds, strength 2 ½ , a cloth or silk swab, a comfortable neck strap and a reed holder that holds at least 4 reeds (these are all listed in the band  handbook).  They will also need the book, Enhanced Standard of Excellence Book I for alto sax.  I do not recommend purchasing an instrument at the present time.  Most rental companies always rent-to-own, which is more affordable and the instruments are higher quality.  If you insist on purchasing, these brands are best: Yamaha, Conn, Selmer.  Please let me know via email if you have questions about instrument brands.
If your child is chosen for tenor saxophone or bass clarinet, they will be provided with a school owned instrument to use for the remainder of this year/summer break. They will need a box of Vandoren or Hempke reeds, strength 2 ½ , a cloth or silk swab, a comfortable neck strap and a reed holder that holds at least 4 reeds (these are all listed in the band  handbook).  They will also need the book, Enhanced Standard of Excellence Book I for the appropriate instrument. At the end of the school year, we will discuss plans for the future, but generally, students use a school instrument through middle school. 

If your child currently plays the trumpet, they are eligible to switch to French horn or baritone if they meet the criteria. Students selected for French horn or baritone will be provided with a school owned instrument to use for the remainder of this year/summer break/middle school career. I can accept up to 2 students on French horn and 1 student on baritone. Trombonists are also eligible to change to the baritone if interested. They will also need the book, Enhanced Standard of Excellence Book I for the appropriate instrument as well as their own personal mouthpiece for the instrument.  
     It is also time for our percussionists to begin learning other percussion instruments in addition to continuing their mallet work. They should make sure that they have a usable practice pad, *Vic Firth SD1 snare sticks, bell mallets-medium hard rubber, medium yarn mallets, and a drum stick/mallet bag (allows you to keep everything together). Please mark ALL of your mallets and sticks with your name (this eliminates “borrowing issues” and helps us to identify the owner if misplaced. Percussionists will also begin working on mallet instruments that do not have the keys labelled, so they need to make sure that they are very familiar with the keyboard before making this switch. 
DISCLAIMER:  this letter does not guarantee an instrument switch.  Please note the limited spots for each instrument listed above.  Please wait for instrument switch results to be posted in the classroom before obtaining new/different equipment. Students are not allowed to make switches without Mrs. Ross clearing it first.  
Thank you, 
Heidi Sue Ross

Band Director, Wakefield MS
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Return this portion by Friday January 31st in order to be allowed to switch instruments
I understand the requirements and the deadline for needed materials for instrument switching detailed above and will be able to obtain the needed materials by Wednesday February 13th if my child is selected for an instrument switch.  I also understand that my child is not guaranteed an instrument switch if they do not meet the criteria listed above. I understand that it is also an expectation to continue in band for 7th and 8th grade at WMS.
Instrument of Interest: ___________________________________________________        
My child will be continuing in 7th and 8th grade band at WMS: ________yes __________no
My child could be available to attend after school help sessions with WHS students:










     ________yes __________no

Student name (print): _______________________________________________

Parent signature: ___________________________________________________        

Date: ______________________________________

2300 wakefield pines drive


raleigh, north carolina 27614


phone: 919.562-3523


fax: 919.562-3527


hross@wcpss.net














Wakefield middle Bands


Heidi Sue Ross, Director














